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Courtesy of Halliday Photograph Co., Boston. 


BENNETT-BOARDMAN HOUSE, SAUGUS, MASS. 


Built by Samuel Bennett, between 1649-1656. Bought February 4, 
1686-87 by William Boardman and until very recently owned and occupied 
by his descendants. . 

A magnificent specimen of our early architecture which has come down 
to us practically unchanged. 

The Society holds an option on the house and about an arce of land, 
which it must exercise within a reasonable time or the place will be sold. 

It is hoped to make this the Society’s next purchase and as a first step 
to that end the cooperation of all bearing the name of Bennett, or Boardman, 
is solicited. 

Names and addresses of persons apt to be interested as well as contri- 
butions, may be sent the Cor. Sec. S. P. N. E. A., 9 Ashburton Place, 


Boston. 








THE THOMAS LEE HOUSE AT EAST LYME, CONN. 


At last the Society has been able 
to make a beginning of preservation 
work in Connecticut. The oppor- 
tunity came when the Secretary of 
the East Lyme Historical Society 
asked for help in an effort to save 
from imminent’ destruction’ the 
Thomas Lee house in that town, 
said to date from about 1660. In 
answer to this appeal there was held 
in the house a meeting at which 
were present our Connecticut Vice- 
President, Mr. George M. Curtis, and 
our Secretary, Mr. Appleton, Mrs. 


Elford P. Trowbridge, representing 
the Connecticut Colonial Dames, 
and several members of the _ local 


of which came from Lee descendants. 
Of these contributors special men- 
tion should be made of Mrs. Evelyn 
McCurdy Salisbury, who not only 
made the largest personal contri- 
bution, but whose invaluable history 
of Lyme families was indispensable 
in establishing the history of the Lee 
house. 

On April 20th, 1914, the house 
was bought by the East Lyme 
Historical Society, subject to rever- 
sion, in case the local society should 
go out of existence, to the Connecticut 
Society of Colonial Dames, the Con- 
necticut Society of Colonial Wars, 
or the S. P. N. E. A., in the order 

given. The eighteenth An- 








Thomas Lee House from Southwest, East Lyme, Conn. 


historical societv. The building was 
carefully inspected and found to be 
of such exceptional interest as to 
be well worthy of preservation. The 
financial arrangements were satis- 
factory, the house and a modest 
lot of about 10,000 square feet being 
purchasable for $500. After con- 
siderable correspondence three so- 
cieties — the Connecticut Colonial 
Dames, the Connecticut Colonial 
Wars, and our own, —each contri- 
buted $200, thereby paving for the 
property and making a_ beginning 
of a repair fund. About $500 addi- 
tional was contributed, nearly all 


nual Meeting of the East 
Lyme Historical Society was 
held on the grounds on 
June 3rd, and the newly 
purchased house was thrown 
open to inspection. 

Of restoration work there 
was fortunately nene to be 
done, but a_ considerable 
amount of repairing was 
called for, and this was put 
into the very capable hands 
of Mr. Norman M. Isham. 
Under his directions the rear 
roof was reshingled, the sides 
were newly clapboarded to 
within four feet of the 
ground with beaded clap- 
boards like those found on the house, 
new window sashes were put in 
throughout, and the chimney was re- 
paired. The new clapboarding was 
not carried down to the ground be- 
cause of the need of new sills, costing 
about $100, for which no money was 
available. The only other repairing 
needed will be reshingling the front 
roof and some new floor’ boards. 
When this remaining work is done, 
the old house will be in the condi- 
tion in which it is to be left, and 
the future of one of the oldest and 
most interesting houses in Connecti- 
cut will have been safeguarded so 











far as humanly possible. 

An interesting discovery was made 
when the northern frame of the 
original house was exposed for re- 
pairs. Empty mortise holes which 
showed signs of previous use, indi- 
cated the likelihood 
that theoriginal house 
had at sometime a 
leanto. This doubt- 
less disappeared at 
the time the house 
was made to _ face 
north rather’ than 
south. 

The East Lyme 
Historical Society 
started eighteen years 
ago with three mem- 
bers and even now 
has only twenty-five, 
so that it ranks as 
one of New England's 
smallest. Besides 
saving the Lee house, 
this Society has spent 
about $2,500 in putting its ancient 
burial ground into practically perfect 
condition; given indispensable aid in 
restoring two other old burial grounds; 
acquired and suitably marked the sites 
of two ancient churches; made lists of 
its Colonial families and Colonial 
houses, and given a valuable public 
entertainment every year. That it 
should have achieved so much is but 
new proof of the superiority of quality 
over quantity. The acquisition of 
the Lee house, with over $500 to 
spare for repairs, is wholly due to 
the untiring efforts of this very small 
Society, its Secretary writing about 


DESCRIPTION OF THE THOMAS 
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five hundred letters in the effort to 
establish the history of the house 
and raise the fund for its preservation. 

Our own Preservation Society was 
able to give $200 towards the pur- 
chase price, which amount repre- 





Staircase in Thomas Lee House 


two years’ accumulation of 
one-half the annual dues of Con- 
necticut members. The more Con- 
necticut members we have, the more 
money can we set aside to spend in 
that state. We ought to have $200 
available to spend each year, but 
this would imply the doubling of our 
Connecticut membership. That it 
can be doubled is certain and it is 
to be hoped the members will them- 
selves see that it is done. They may 
feel reasonably certain that if it is 
done, every year or two should see 
some fine old Connecticut house saved, 
as was done in the case of the Lee house. 


sented 


LEE HOUSE, EAST LYME, CONN. 


MARCH, ror4. * 


BY NORMAN 


The building, as it stands to-day, 
is a picturesque and interesting lean- 
to house facing north upon the main 


highway which runs west toward 
Saybrook. It has a rather low- 
pitched roof with a good classic 


MORRISON ISHAM 


cornice on the front. The cornice 
at the rear is of the older type. The 
front door is also of classic design 


*NOTE—This article was originally 
written as a letter reporting on the house. 
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with a many-lighted toplight over 
it, but it does not seem to be original 
and replaces an older one of the 
same type. There are two windows 
of eighteenth century date on each 
side of the door in each story, and 
one over the door. This is shorter 
than the others. The chimney, 
topped out with brick, comes through 
the roof behind the ridge. 

An examination of the interior 
shows that the old dwelling is of 
extraordinary interest. In fact, I 
have seldom seen a house which, 
from an archaeological point of view, 
is more interesting. The fact that 
it faces north would, taken alone, 
be cause for doubting an early date 
for it, and, taken with the low pitch 
of the roof, would be conclusive 
against such a date, but the interior 
explains that the house is really in 
three parts; that the leanto and 
the whole of the roof are later addi- 
tions; and that the building did not 
face north at all in the beginning. 

To explain: On the rough plan 
submitted herewith, A is the original 
house, a single room affair two 
stories high. Here the summer and 


















































































Thomas Lee House under repair, 1914. 


The mortise holes proving the existence of an old leanto on the north of the original house are 
visible in the two posts to the left, the corner post and the chimney post. 


the chimney girt are very heavy, 
especially so for a Connecticut house, 
and the chamfer stops are very good. 
Both chimney girt and end girt are 
stop-chamfered where the summer 
comes into them. The posts are 
very heavy, and the joists also are 
quite large. These are framed into 
the summer with the tusk tenon 
which is to be found only in com- 
paratively old work such as _ the 
Fenner house, near Providence, the 
Fairbanks at Dedham, and the Sun 
Tavern in Boston. The joists simply 
rest on the side girts. The end girt 
is smaller than the chimney girt. 
It was made so because it had the 
support of the studs, but the weather 
has gotten at the joint which is 
probably a dove-tail, and the stick 
has broken. Its chamfer is different 
from any other in the room and I 
think it not the original stick. 

This room A, the ancient Hall, 
is boarded vertically with very inter- 
esting mouldings at the joints. In 
the Hall Chamber, above, there is 
also vertical boarding. The two 
western posts here have a moulding 
under their brackets, the two eastern 
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Details of construction of Thomas Lee House, East Lyme, Conn. 


The 


joists 


not. 
rest on the plates in which are still 
to be seen the cuts for the ancient 


have appear to 


rafter feet. These show that the 
original roof was much steeper than 
the present. 

In the garret the roof appears as 
a purlin roof supported on principal 


rafters. These rafters, on the front, 
the north side, are, almost all of 
them, the old rafters dropped to a 
lower pitch —the dovetail cut for 
the collar beams shows this, for the 
bottom of this cut, which should be 
level, is inclined downward, as the 
sketch shows. The collars have all 











disappeared. On the leanto side 
the rafters are new. They do not 
touch the old plate, but are blocked 
up on it by fragments of beams. 

In the western room on the first 
floor, the ancient parlor, the summer 
is cased and there is some good panel- 
ing on the chimney breast. The 
walls and ceiling are plastered. The 
Parlor Chamber, upstairs, has also 
a panelled chimney breast, but it 
is plainer. The garret here is the 
same as on the other side. 

The framing of this room, however, 
is entirely independent of that of 
the Hall, and is butted up against 
the latter. The Hall framing is 
that of a complete one-room house, 
that is it has a space for the chimney. 
which this Parlor frame has not, 
but is merely the frame of a single 
room. 

The leanto can be seen upon very 
slight examination to be added to 
the group of A and B after B had 
been added to A. There are two 
very interesting brackets of “ship 
knee’’ pattern under the beams which 
cross the kitchen in line with the 
chimney girts. These beams could 
not be securely fastened to the posts 
of the older work and the brackets 
were put in to hold the ends and to 
tie them to the posts. The thrust 
of the long rafters of the leanto 
has torn the ends of the beams 
away from the old work, as is shown 
by the opening to be seen when look- 
ing down from the leanto Chamber. 
There is still an iron tie on the west 
side of the western beam. It is very 
likely that these brackets were put 
in after the movement just described, 
to hold the ends which had pulled 
out of the mortises. 

In the Entry is a right hand stair- 
case with posts and rail of oak and 
balusters and string of pine. Possi- 
bly the balusters are larch. The 
rail may have come from the original 
stair, which this construction cer- 
tainly is not. Beneath this flight 
the old stairs to the cellar are placed. 
These are very rare and interesting, 
with solid steps, triangular in sec- 





tion secured to two sloping beams. 
These stairs are broken by the 
decay of the stays but could readily 
be put into good condition again. 
These cellar stairs are of the seven- 


teenth century, at least as to the 
steps. 
All the fireplaces in the house, 


except that in the kitchen, are very 
small. They, with the chimney, 
are of the eighteenth century and 
not of the seventeenth. The original 
chimney occupied the space where 
the present stairs are placed and part 
of the room now taken up by the 
stack of to-day. This is shown by 
the mortises cut slanting in the lowe: 


front corner of the chimney girt 
in the Hall, at its southern end. 
These mortises received the upper 


ends of the studs of the partition 
separating the Hall from the Entry. 
Again, in the floor of the garret, or 
rather where the floor should be, 
over the back of the present chimney, 
there is still a floor joist and there 
are, in the girt, the mortises for 
others. That is, there was a floor 
here over the old second story Entry. 

To sum up the history of the house, 
as it shows itself in the plan and 
construction. Thomas Lee built, 
possibly in 1660 — there is nothing 
to prevent — at any rate in the third 
quarter of the seventeenth century, 
a single room house which was quite 
good for its time and place. It 
faced south, and had a chimney at 
one end, the western, and very likely, 
indeed most likely, part of the chim- 
ney, that is part of its height, showed 
on the outside. In the south-west 
corner of the house, between chimney 
and front wall, were the stairs. 
Somewhat later Lee added the par- 
lor, at the west of the Hall.* The 
neighborhood grew in population and 
importance, and in 1715 the present 


highway was laid out by Thomas 
Lee’s house. At sometime after 
*Note. The leanto on the original one 


room house must have been added at about 
this time, but whether before or after the 
western extension it is impossible to say.— 
Editor. 























this he or one of his sons determined 
to have the house face properly upon 
the road. Whoever resolved on this 
built a new chimney, put in a new 
staircase and added a leanto on 
the old front. About 1735 the 
same hand, or a later comer, plastered 
the two western rooms, panelled the 
fireplaces, cased the beams, put in 
wider windows —this_ very likely 
was later yet, as the windows are 
very wide for that time — and made 
a new-fashioned front door, which 
the present doorway replaces. 

In the leanto Chamber is another 
proof that the leanto was a late 
addition and that the original front 
of the house was to the south. At 
the west end of the Chamber is 
one of the most important finds in 
all New England, an original window 
frame, in place, though possibly not 
in its original place, and almost 





intact. There it is, pinned into the 
oak studs, sill and jambs rebated 
in the solid oak, the head plain. 
The inside, toward the room, is 
beautifully moulded. At the eastern 
end of the Chamber the mark of 
just such another frame remains 
in the vertical boarding of the Hall 
Chamber, where it can be seen from 
the leanto. These windows were 
in the front of the old house. It was 
not usual in early houses to put 
windows in the north walls. 


This extremely interesting old 
dwelling, then, will take rank as 
one of the oldest on the shore of 


the Sound, and, indeed, in all Con- 
necticut. I hope it may be preserved, 
tor a good deal of history will be 
lost if it is allowed to perish. 

Yours respectfully, 


NORMAN MORRISON ISHAM. 


THE SETH WETMORE HOUSE * 


MIDDLETOWN, 


The old Wetmore house stands in 
the Staddle Hill? District, Middle- 
town, facing east——that is, squarely 
upon the Lower Road, and about one 
hundred feet from the later Meriden 
Road, which was cut diagonally 
across the “green” after Deacon 
Oliver Wetmore’s death in 1798. The 
original settler on this land seems to 
have been Seth Wetmore and the 
evidence points to his having built 
this house in 1746. <A deed of par- 
tition to him from the Common Pro- 
prietors of land which its possibly this 
very site, is preserved in the home of 
his descendants. The location is a 
very fine one, commanding a glorious 
view of hills and river, woods and 
meadows, and the house now stands 
surrounded by majestic old trees—a 
typical colonial country house. 

The house is of the two-chimney 
type, four rooms to a floor, with the 
hallway crossing the house from front 
to back, leaving two rooms and a 
chimney on either side. There being 


two stories and a garret, this gives 


CONNECTICUT. 


eight rooms in the main house, be- 
sides a small room obtained by setting 
off the rear end of the second story 
hall. The house has a leanto behind 
the southwest portion and has two 
ells of later date and no interest. Per- 
haps it was at the same time as the 
erection of one of these ells that the 
southwest ground floor room was 
slightly enlarged by pushing back the 
rear wall. 


* This article 1s based on data collected 
by a committee of the Connecticut Society of 
Colonial Dames of America and on some 
notes supplied by the present owner of the 
house, Mr. Philip P. Wells, and makes no 
pretense to originality. It is printed in the 
Bulletin at the suggestion of the Dames and 
may be but the first of a series of articles so 
appearing. The house has recently been 
somewhat changed, the alterations being re- 
corded in a note at the close of thts article. 

+ Staddle Hill is a school district. The 
old partition deed mentioned in the opening 
paragraph shows that ‘“‘staddle’’ meant sap- 
ling. Possibly the long north and south ridge 
on the east slope on which the house stands 
was covered with ‘‘sprouts’’ at the time of 
settlement after the big timber had been killed 
by a forest fire. 





The setting of the house is attrac- 
tive. A spacious ‘“‘green’’ open to 
the highway lies below a terrace wall, 
through which a flight of brown stone 
steps leads to a pathway crossing the 
lawn to the doorsteps. The garden 
is to the north of the house and con- 
tains a great pine tree said to have 
been planted by Judge Seth Wet- 


more’s daughter Lucy and the col- 
ored slave girl Membo in their child- 


hood. Until blown down in 1872 
there grew in front of the house, be- 
low the terrace wall, a giant white 
oak tree, some eighteen feet in cir- 
cumference, which gave rise to the 
former name of the estate—‘Oak 
Hill.”’ 

In the olden days the outside of 
the house must have looked more 
attractive than it does now, for the 
original roof was of the picturesque 
gambrel type. The chimneys, which 
are set immediately back of the ridge- 
pole, are of stone below the roof and 
brick above, and have probably been 
re-topped. The exterior walls of the 
house are of two-inch vertical plank- 
ing, on which clapboards are nailed. 
Of these the beaded clapboards on 
the north end (renewed in 1912) and 
the northern half of the east front 
were supposed to be original. No 
wall in the house, either exterior or 
interior, is brick filled. Of the win- 


dows, which are with one exception 
of two sashes of twelve lights each 
(8 by 12), two still retain their orig- 
inal frames with pediments. The 
window over the front door is shorter 
at the bottom than are the others, 
having but eight lights in the top 
sash. The wall space between the 
bottom of this window and the top 
of the door cornice at sometime con- 
tained an elaborate curved pediment. 
Perhaps the door pediment disap- 
peared with the window pediments 
and the original door. 

The front door is approached by 
a flight of six steps of brown sand- 
stone, which harmonize with the 
stones of the foundation wall, of the 
same material with bevelled edges. 
The door itself is not original but 
takes the place of a former two-leaved 
door. The door frame has fluted 
pilasters with pedestals. Above the 
pilaster caps are carved rosettes, by 
some called ‘“‘Jacobean roses,’’ and 
in the centre of the architrave is a 
wooden key block. 

The front hall extends at its full 
width right through to the back or 
garden door, and contains the main 
staircase on the left. The newel 
post is excellent, consisting of reverse 
whorls, one within the other, set on 
a more than ample base, elaborately 
carved. These stairs go straight up 








to a square landing where they half 
turn (7. e. a right angle) to the right 
one step below the level of the second 
story hall. The hand rail, banisters 
and newel post are well shown in the 
accompanying illustration. The rear 
of the upper hall is partitioned off on 
the line of the rear of the landing, 
making a room to which access is 





Newel Post in Seth Wetmore House 


obtained by a door opening into the 
northwest chamber. 

Throughout the house the framing 
is cased and shows in corner posts in 
all the rooms and in posts in the north 
and south walls. The summers in 
the four front rooms run north and 
south, and with their casing show 
three or four inches below the ceiling. 
There are no summers in the four 








back rooms, which are but little more 
than half as deep as those in front. 
The central hall, stairway and three 
of the first floor rooms are wains- 
coated with painted panelling, and 
the fireplace ends in all the eight 
rooms are panelled in whole or in 
part, all this panelling being painted. 
An ornamental cornice is found in 
about half the rooms. 
Nothing is known as 
to the date of the first 
painting of either the 
inside or the outside 
of this house. 

The northeast 
ground floor room is 
the most elaborate in 
the house. Its fire- 
place end is fairly 
well shown in the il- 
lustration; the mantel 
shelf is, of course, a 
modern intrusion. On 
the great panel over 
the fireplace is painted 
a conventional land- 


scape, assigned by 
family tradition to 
an itinerant Italian 


artist who visited 
America shortly be- 
fore the revolution. 
[It is interesting to 
note that the fireplace 
jambs, apparently of 
brick, are in reality of 
a large sandstone 
each, chiselled to imi- 
tate courses of brick, 
and the same is the 
case in the southeast 
and northwest rooms. 
To the left of the fire- 
place is a_ beautiful 
set-in cupboard of three shelves 
flanked by fluted pilasters. Above 
all is a fine shell top and below a 
double door closet. The only window 
seats in the house are at the two 
front windows in this room. At these 
windows the inside panelled shutters 
fold into the wall. Shutters like 
these, at the north window of this 
room, and at all three windows of 





the southeast room, fold against the 
wall. None of the other rooms have 
window shutters. 

The southeast first floor room is 
less elaborate, the panelling being 
lower and the corner cupboard much 
simpler. The cellar bulkhead is under 
the south window of this room. The 
rear rooms on the first floor have 
simply wall cupboards set in the 
panelling. The brick oven is in the 


the house. Accordingly almost the 
whole bulk of the chimneys and pas- 
sageways is in the back of the house. 
By reason of this the windows light- 
ing the two upper and northern lower 
passageways, as well as the side door 
which gives into the south lower 
passageway, are all in the forward 
corners, but even at that they are 
slightly back of the middle of the 
end walls. The space between the 


Chimney Breast with Painted Panel 
Northeast Parlor, Seth Wetmore House 


southwest first floor room, which 
was accordingly the old kitchen. 

The original connections between 
front and back rooms were the pas- 
sageways between the chimneys and 
the north and south exterior walls. 

By the removal of doors and par- 
titions, three of these passageways 
have become part of their respective 
rear rooms, that on the north side of 
the second floor alone remaining as 
a closet. The front rooms are, as 
stated elsewhere, much larger than 
the rear rooms, the back walls being 
but little forward of the middle of 


the hall 
occupied by 


walls was 
the oven, 


chimneys and 
originally 
closets, etc., and although changes 


have occurred here—such as_ the 
closing of the oven—the spaces have 
never been incorporated with the 
rooms. 

The title of the estate has passed 
as follows: 


from Judge Seth Wetmore, 1700-1778 
to his son Deacon Oliver Wetmore, 1752-1798 


and from him to his children in undivided 
shares under his will, and finally by mutual 


conveyance among them to his sons, namely, 





Corner Cupboard in Northeast Parlor 





Seth Wet more House 


Elisha Wetmore, 1776-1855 
Chauncey Wetmore, 1790-1872 
in severalty by distribution, 1832, 
to Elisha’s son 
Samuel Wetmore, 


to Chauncey’s wife 
Rebecca Hubbard 
Wetmore by deed, 


to their daughter to Samuel’s widow 
(for life) 

Cornelia Hubbard and heirs (in fee) by 

Wetmore by deed, will, 


and by deed subject 
to life estate and by deed of said 
of grantor to heirs to 
Philip Patterson Wells, 
grandson of Chauncey 
Wetmore. 


The judge’s inventory, 1778, called 
for about 1000 acres of land and some 
slaves, who were later freed by his 
children. His docket and account 


book are still preserved in the house. 
*Judge Seth Wetmore was the fifth 





son of Izrahiah Wetmore and Rachel 


(Stow) Wetmore, born in Middle- 
town, Connecticut, November 18, 
1700. He married (1) Margaret, 


widow of S. Gaylord, September 30, 
1730. She died the sixth of Novem- 
ber following. He married (2) Han- 
nah, daughter of Joseph!, son of 
Francis? of Middletown, son of Francis 
Wetmore of Cambridge, Mass.; born 
December 25, 1715, by whom he had 
Jerusha and Seth. She died May 1, 
1744, and he married (3) January 15, 
1745/6, Hannah, daughter of the 
Rev. Timothy and Esther (Stoddard) 
Edwards of East Windsor; born 
February 8, 1713, and had born to 
him Lucy, Oliver and Hannah. 


* NOTE—These genealogical and bio- 
graphical notes are largely from “‘ The Wetmore 
Family of America,” By James Carnahan 
Wetmore, Albany 1861.” 





He was a deputy to the General 
Court of Connecticut from his native 
town forty-eight terms, running from 
1738 to 1771, Magistrate of the town 
of Middletown, Judge of the County 
Court of Hartford County, and he, 
together with Jabez Hamlin, was 
Justice of the Quorum for the same 
County from 1761 to 1768. 

Judge Wetmore held a command- 
ing influence among his professional 
brethren. He was respected for his 
talent, as well as for his unbending 
integrity. He acquired a large per- 
sonal property—chiefly by his pro- 
fession—having inherited much of 
his real estate. As a Christian man 
he was foremost in all good works. 
He was reputed a stern man and had 
great reverence for all lawful enact- 





and was returning home on horse- 
back Saturday afternoon. The sun 
had set when he was about three 
miles from his home, when he came 
upon a man chopping wood. He 
stopped his horse and addressing the 
man said, “Friend, do you not know 
you are breaking the Sabbath?” ‘Oh, 
well,’’ replied the wood chopper, “I 
guess I shall get through chopping 
wood by the time Judge Wetmore 
gets home.”’ 

It was the custom of Jonathan, 
son of President Edwards (subse- 
quently president of Union College, 
Schenectady) and Timothy Dwight, 
afterwards President of Yale College, 
(the former a nephew and the latter 
a grandnephew of Mrs. Wetmore) to 
visit this residence of Judge Wetmore 





Grave of Judge Seth Wetmore 
West Side Burying Ground 
Middletown, Conn. 


ments, and desired to see them obeyed 
by every citizen. In Colonial times 
it was unlawful in Connecticut to 
perform any outdoor labor or to 
travel on Sunday. The Sabbath was 
considered to have commenced at the 
going down of the sun on Saturday. 
This amusing anecdote is told by a 
granddaughter of Judge Wetmore. 
On one occasion the Judge had been 
attending court at the town of Meriden 


during the college vacations. His 
wife’s nephews, Pierrepont Edwards 
and Aaron Burr, were members of his 
family and studied law under him. 

Judge Seth Wetmore lived during 
the last half of his life in this house. 

The following is a copy of the in- 
scription on his tombstone in the old 
west side burying ground, written by 
his pastor, the Rev. Enoch Hunting- 
ton: 














‘In memory of Seth Wetmore, Esq. 
Who died of the small pox 
April 10th, A. D. 1778—AE 78 
Formed for public usefulness, 
improved in various stations of civil life, 
an able Lawyer, a just judge, 
an affectionate head of his family, 

a faithful friend; 
having outlived most of his acquaintances of 
early life, 
was gathered to his Fathers in a good old 

age.—””’ 


The same stone has also upon it:— 


“In memory of 
Hannah wife of 
Seth Wetmore, Esq. 
who died May Ist 
A. D. 1744.” 


“In memory of 
Hannah, wife of Seth 
Wetmore, Esq. 
and daughter of the 
Revd. Timothy 
Edwards of Windsor, 
who died 
June Ist A. D. 1773, 
AE 61.” 


“Here dearest friends their kindred ashes 
blend 

Clasped in the arms of death till time shall 
end 

Then shall they rise and stand before the 
Lord 

And every virtue meet a just reward.” 








NOTE—lIn 1913 the house was con- 
siderably altered, the principal changes being 
as follows: 


The northwest ground floor room was en- 
larged by removing the rear wall which sepa- 
rated it from the ell and incorporating the space 
thus added into what then became the dining 
room. There were also slight changes in the 
north ell. 

At the west end of the hall a closet at the 
head of the cellar stairs was removed thus 
restoring the original condition, and the rear 
hall door was somewhat modified. 

On the second floor the -hall room became 
a bath room and a new window was opened 
in the northwest chamber close to the south- 
west post. The northern end of the south- 
west chamber was partitioned off to provide 
a passage between the south ell and the main 
stairs, a new door being opened at the stair 
landing. Previously one had to pass through 
the southeast and southwest chambers or 
through the northwest and hall chambers to 
reach the foot of the attic stairs from the 
second floor hall. 

In the attic a complete transformation was 
made. Three dormers were added, front and 
back, and bed rooms, bath room and closet 
space were installed. 


THE PURCHASE OF THE CORNER LOT 
NEXT THE COOPER-AUSTIN HOUSE IN CAMBRIDGE 


This final list of subscribers towards the purchase of the Corner Lot 
was omitted in our last Bulletin owing to lack of space. 


Anonymous $25.00 
*Miss Marion S. Abbot 10.00 
*Mrs. James Barr Ames 25.00 
*Mr. Hollis R. Bailey 5.00 
Mrs. M. L. Barker 1.00 
*Mrs. Samuel Batchelder .00 
*Mr. Lincoln F. Brigham 2.00 
*Miss Ellen S. Bulfinch 1.00 
*Mrs. J. O. Bullard 1.00 
*The Misses Bumstead 2.00 
*Mr. Arthur A. Carey 10.00 
*Mrs. H. L. Carstein 1.00 
Miss Ellen Chase 20.00 
Capt. J. H. Clark 10.00 
Descendants of Deacon John Cooper 33 25 
*Mr. Andrew McFarland Davis 25.00 
*Miss Maria L. Drew 2.00 
Mrs. Harry Ellis 1.00 





* Second subscription. 


*Mrs. C. L. K. Estabrook $2.00 
Mrs. Norton Folsom and Mrs. Henry 
N. Wheeler 5.00 
Mr. Edward W. Forbes 15.00 
Miss Harriet E. Freeman 6.00 
Frost Family Association: 20.00 
*Miss Frothingham 3.00 
Mr. William A. Gaston 10.00 
*Miss A. M. Goodwin 5.00 
Mrs. W. W. Goodwin 5.00 
*Mr. Marshall H. Gould 25.00 
*Mrs. Silvio M. de Gozzaldi 5.50 
Miss C. S. Greene 2.00 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Hanson 2.00 
Mrs. Marie Harney 5.00 
*Miss Elizabeth Harris 2.00 
Prof. Paul H. Hawes 2.00 
*Miss Cornelia Horsford 20.00 
































*Miss Katharine Horsford 
*Mrs. F. C. Howe 

Mr. Henry V. Hubbard 
*Mrs. P. T. Jackson 
*Prof. and Mrs. L. J. Johnson 
*Miss Adele Kneeland 

Mr. Gardiner M. Lane 

Mr. Charles E. Lord 
*Miss Emma F. Munroe 
*Mr. and Mrs. James L. Paine 
*Mr. John A. Paine 

Mr. Edward L. Parker 

Mr. Charles M. Pear 
*Miss Annie S. Penfield 

Mrs. C. E. Perkins 

Mr. Burton L. Read 

Miss Anna T. Reynolds 

Mr. William S. Richardson 
*Mr. and Mrs. David A. Ritchie 
*Miss. Ellen M. Sawyer 
*Shepard Historical Society 
Signal Lantern Society C. A. R. 
*Miss Elizabeth R. Simmons 
Miss Lydia P. Stevens 
*Stone Family Association 
*Mrs. Robert N. Toppan 
*Miss Bertha H. Vaughan 
Mrs. R. T. Walker 

*Mrs. Andrew C. Wheelwright 
*Mr. and Mrs. Moses P. White 
Mrs. Robert Willard 

*Miss Susanna Willard 

*Mr. Henry M. Williams 
*Miss Mary Woodman 

Miss Florence Woods 


Acknowledged in Bulletin No. &. 





The itemized lists of Family Asso- 
ciation subscriptions are given 
below. 





























Miss Hattie B. Cooper 
Rev. V. A. Cooper 
















































































*Second subscription. 








$25.00 
00 
5.00 
5.00 
1.50 
5.00 
75.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
2.00 
100.00 
3.00 
3.00 
10.00 
1.00 
15.00 
10.00 
50.00 
5.00 
5.00 
10.00 
2.00 
5.00 
244.00 
25.00 
25.00 
5.00 
25.00 
5.00 

2 OO 
5.00 
3.00 
30.00 
10.00 
$1,181.25 
899.50 


$2,080.75 


Descendents of Deacon John Cooper: 


Mrs. Alma Cooper Batty $1.00 
Mrs. Louisa Cooper Batty 1.00 
Mrs. Flora Wells Bodman 1.00 


Mrs. Juliatt Wells Ferguson 00 

Miss Frances V. Russell 25 

Mrs. Carrie Wells Sturgis 00 

Mrs. Edna Cooper Watson 10.00 
——— 33.25 

Frost Family Association: 

Mr. Francis T. Frost $10.00 

Mr. J. Fred Frost 10.00 

Mr. Wm. Goodell Frost 10.00 

ai $30.00 

Less printing, postage, etc. 10.00 
20.00 


Stone Family Association: 


*S. F. A. Treasury 2.75 
*Miss Abbie Guilford Bemis $1.00 
*Mrs. Moses Bemis 1.00 
Mrs. William B. Bessom 1.00 
Miss Mary Adams Breck 1.50 
Mrs. John L. Bruce 1.00 
Mrs. Augustus G. Bullock ».00 
Miss Elizabeth H. Chandler 3.00 
Mrs. Benjamin Douglas, Jr. 1.00 
Mrs. John Stetson Edmands 9.00 


*\liss Marian Brown Fessenden 50 


Miss Mary M. Fuller 2.00 
*Dr. Charles M. Green 10.00 
Mr. J. Henry Lea 1.25 
*Miss Agnes W. Lincoln 10.00 
Mrs. W. E. Locke and Miss Locke 1.00 
Miss Susie L. Miller and a friend 50 
*Mr. Charles L. Newhall 3.00 
Mr. R. S. Paine and Misses Paine 5.00 
*\Miss Eleanor S. Parker 25.00 


Misses Emilie F. and Gertrude S. Pease 3.00 


*\Irs. Edwin Melville Roberts 5.00 
*\Irs. Edwin Melville Roberts postage, 
etc. 20.00 
Miss F. H. B. Rogers 1.00 
Judge Arthur P. Stone 10.00 
*Mr. Charles A. Stone 100.00 
*Mr. Charles Wellington Stone 10.00 
Mr. Daniel C. Stone 1.00 
Mr. Fred W. Stone 1.90 
Mr. George A. Stone 19.90 
Mr. Harry D. Stone LOO 
Mr. Herbert I. Stone Loo 
*Miss Josephine M. Stone LOO 
*Miss Katharine H. Stone 2 OO 


Mr. Leonard Stone LOU 


Mr. Merrick A. Stone 1.OU 
Mr. Milton J. Stone 5 
Mr. Moses C. Stone L.OO 
Mr. Nathaniel T. Stone 1.00 
Miss Sarah Stone 1.00 
Mr. Willard W. Stone 1.00 
*Mr. and Mrs. William E. Stone 10.00 
Mrs. A. S. Whittemore 1.00 


$264.00 

Less printing, postage, etc. 20.00 

$244.00 
Subscriptions to the house previously 

acknowledged 277.00 


$521.00 


Subscriptions to original purchase of Cooper- 
Austin house, not previously acknow- 
ledged: 

Mrs. Dwight W. Ensign, (third sub- 


Total subscription 


scription) $25.00 

Miss Elizabeth F. Dana, (second sub- 
scription) 10.00 
Mrs. G. S. Miller 10.00 
$45.00 








On June 25th the city of Salem, 
Mass., was partly destroyed by 
a conflagration which covered about 
253 acres of the city’s area, burned 


some 1,800 houses and factories, 
and made 2,718 families home- 
less. In view of the fact that Salem 


contains so many fine examples of 
our early architecture that its rela- 
tion to America is often compared 
with that of Nuremburg to Ger- 
many, this brief statement of the 









































Courtesy Frank Cousins Art Co. 
Doorway Formerly at 6 Downing Street 
Burnt in the Salem Fire 


antiquarian loss sustained is timely. 
Luckily this loss is amazingly small. 

But two doorways good enough 
to figure in the Frank Cousins Art 
Company's exhaustive Salem series 
were burned. These are both repro- 
duced here. The Downing Street 
door frame (given the date of 1750) 





THE SALEM FIRE 





was a fine example of that period; 
the door itself, with its sidelights, 
was of course comparatively modern. 
The doorway on Margin Street was 
a beautiful piece of work and its 
delicate carving leads one to believe 
it must have come from Samuel 
MclIntire’s workshop. It probably 
dated from the close of the 18th 
century. 

Apart from these doorways noth- 
ing of great architectural merit was 























Courtesy Frank Cousins Art Co. 
Doorway Formerly at 19 Margin Street 
Burnt in the Salem Fire 


destroyed, although some of the 
burned buildings had more or less 
historical interest. For instance, 
Capt. Joseph Peabody’s wooden ware- 
house at 165 Derby Street (said to 
date from 1804) and Mr. William 
Gray's at number 205 on the same 
street, were both lost. These build- 


ings were closely associated with 
the town’s seafaring prosperity as 
well as with two of its greatest mer- 
chants and fortunes. Other losses 
were the Friends’ Meeting House 
(a severely simple structure of 1832) 
and the Tontine Block, of 1806. 
Doubtless some other buildings had 
each a few features of great merit 
of which no record exists, for Salem 
has never been thoroughly ransacked 
for all its good work, but no one 
house could have had much or it 
would have been known. 

Another loss was the complete 
destruction of less than a dozen 
old gravestones in the Charter Street 
burial ground, and the breaking of 
about as many more, which fortu- 
nately can be repaired. This ground 
dates from 1637 and in it “Gov. 
Simon Bradstreet was buried in 
1697, and here lie the Brownes, 
Lyndes, Hathornes, Turners, Park- 
mans, Higginsons and the ancestors 
of many leading Massachusetts fami- 
lies. Capt. Richard Moore, who 
came in the Mayflower is buried 
here, and his gravestone is the only 
one of a Mayflower passenger known 
to exist.”"** Just which stones were 
destroyed and which were damaged 
will doubtless be made a matter of 
record in Salem. Falling chimneys 
and walls destroyed some, while 
heat and water accounted for the 


* From Essex Institute Guide. 





loss of others, and many must have 
suffered from the efforts of the fire- 
men to control the flames. 

Perhaps the greatest loss of all 
was that of fine old furniture and 
china, but the amount must forever 
remain a matter of conjecture. It 
is certain that scores of fine pieces 
were lost. 

Great though all this loss appears, 
it is nevertheless but a drop in the 
bucket compared to what it might 
have been, and would have been had 
the wind shifted to a southerly direc- 
tion. What was lost on Broad and 
Essex Streets was negligible, while 
Chestnut and Federal Streets and 
Washington Square were untouched. 
The Peabody Academy, the Essex 
Institute, House of Seven Gables, 
Hooper-Hathaway (Old _ Bakery), 
Corwin, Ward, Derby, Narbonne, 
Peirce-Nichols, and other famous 
houses, as well as the Custom House, 
were all uninjured. From an anti- 
quarian point of view, the fire could 
scarecly have behaved better if it 
had tried. It may even be that the 
fire will indirectly protect the re- 
mainder of the town, for if the 
burned district is rebuilt of less 
combustible material, as now seems 
likely, Salem will be much less of a 
fire risk in the future than it was in 
the past. 


NOTES 


recently 
to the 
museum a fragment 
from the Ellis-Shumway house, erec- 
ted in West Medway about 1720 
and recently pulled down. The 
fragment shows the junction of post, 
chimney girt and front plate, and is 
just the kind of exhibit a museum 
such as ours should most strive to 
obtain. A similar fragment from 
the Blaney house in Swampscott 
will be added shortly. 


ELLIS-SHUMWAY There has 
H 


OUSE, been added 
WEST MEDWAY. 


A member has just 
presented to the mu- 
seum a mourning ring 
of the year 1782 which 
had previously been offered at two 
rummage sales, where it failed to 
bring any bid. From this circum- 
stance it might be imagined that 
the ring had no value, but such is 
not the case, for it is an excellent 
example of the black and gold variety 
of the late 18th century. We wonder 
how many other members are dis- 


GIFT OF A 
MOURNING 
RING. 











posing of things which have outlived 
their usefulness for any but museum 
purposes? Any such persons desir- 
ous of knowing whether or not their 
material would be welcome would 
do well to call up the Society’s office 
by telephone (Haymarket 734) for 
the purpose of getting advice on the 
subject. Only the other day a 
member, to save room, gave away a 
quantity of early 19th century cloth- 
ing which any historical museum in 
the land would have been proud to 
own, for it was all in perfect condition. 
As it is this material will probably 
be used up by children and young 
people in amateur theatricals. 


Silk Embroidered Mourning Picture 
Gift of Mr. Newton Mackintosh 


GIFT OF A sILK We take great pleas- 
MOURNING ure in publishing a 
PICTURE 

representation of the 
silk embroidered mourning picture 
recently given the museum by Mr. 

Newton Mackintosh. This acqui- 

sition was one of the permanent 

results of the loan exhibition, held last 
winter, but is only one of many gifts 








which the Society owes to the gener- 
osity of Mr. Mackintosh. 


The library has just re- 
ceived two very fine sets 
of measured drawings 
from Mr. H. C. Dean and Rev. 
Donald Millar, who prepared them 
together. That of the Hancock- 
Clarke house in Lexington is one of 
the most elaborate ever made of an 
ancient building in this country. 
That of the Parson Capen house in 
Topsfield is also excellent but not 
nearly as complete. Every old house 
of merit should be carefully measured 
up like this in order that 
its lines may never be en- 
tirely lost. 

Earlier in the year two 
other interesting sets were 
received, one from Mr. 
Lynde Sullivan showing in 
great detail the staircase in 
his country home, the Gen- 
eral Sullivan house, Dur- 
ham, N. H.; the other from 
Mr. George T. Bowles giv- 
ing on one sheet a quantity 
of information on the Par- 
son Capen house at Tops- 
held. Very interesting plans 
were also received through 
Mr. Wm. T. Aldrich. On 
the whole, our collection of 
measured drawings is just 
beginning to be interesting, 
and should be more and 
more consulted as it grows 
larger. 


GIFTS OF 
MEASURED 
DRAWINGS. 


— 


TEA Room in| Lhe Cooper- 
COOPER-AUSTIN Austin house 


has been let 
till September 1, 1915, with privilege 
of renewal for one year, to Mrs. 
Gertrude Sheffield Wylie, who will 
use the premises as a tea room and 
gift shop. Special attention will be 


given to lunch and dinner parties, 
evening receptions and card parties. 
in the 
The mem- 


Afternoon tea daily, 3 to 6, 
old fashioned east room. 








bers of the Society are admitted 
free at reasonable hours. All who 
are so situated as to make it at all 
feasible are urged to take occasional 
afternoon tea there, thereby seeing 
the house and at the same time help- 
ing our tenant. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE Uf the amount avail- 
APPROPRIATION able for New Hamp- 

shire the Trustees 
have appropriated $50 as a gift 
towards the repairs on the Moffatt- 
Ladd house, Portsmouth, one of the 
finest colonial houses in the state, 
now in the hands of the Colonial 
Dames. This leaves $29 still avail- 
able for some other purpose. As half 
the New Hampshire dues are set 
aside for expenditure within that 
state, it is evident that our power to 
do good work there depends directly 
on the size of our New Hampshire 
membership. It is much to be hoped 
that this may be doubled during 
the coming year. 


VERMONT The same line of 
APPROPRIATION reasoning applies to 
Vermont. There the 

entire available amount for 1914 
($13.50) was voted to the Constitu- 
tion House at Windsor, just as it 


was last vear. In this way the 
Society is helping, be it ever so 
modestly, to preserve one of the 


most historic buildings in the state. 
Were our Vermont membership only 
larger, we could give more generously, 
and to more than one object. 


— 


The Maine account 
of $62.50 is still in- 
tact, as is that of 
$66.50 for Rhode 
Island. It seems probable that in 
Maine the money will before long 
be spent on the North Edgecomb 
block house, while in Rhode Island 
no plans have as yet matured. 


MAINE AND 
RHODE ISLAND 
ACCOUNTS 





A NEW BOOK ON 
“WAX PORTRAITS Last winter’s  exhi- 


AND bition of sikthouettes 

L ” 4 “ 
——e fod ts toe interesting 
results. In the first place, Miss E. 
EK. P. Holland gave the museum the 





John Lucas of Boston 
By Charles of London 
Given to the Society by Mrs. E. E. P. Holland 


silhouette of John Lucas of Boston, 
by Charles of London, which is 
here shown. This was one of the 
most admired silhouettes of all and 
forms a highly valuable addition to 
our collection. In the second place, 
the exhibition prompted Mrs. Ethel 
Stanwood Bolton to write, and the 
Massachusetts Society of Colonial 
Dames to publish, an interesting and 
profusely illustrated little volume en- 
titled ‘‘Wax Portraits and Silhou- 
ettes.”” The price is $1.25 and the 
book may be obtained at our office. 


The 36th Annual 
Report of the Society 
for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings, 
London, England, June, 1913, has 
been received, and may be con- 
sulted at our office. It is an ex- 
ceedingly interesting report and mer- 
its careful perusal. This society 
aims to preserve the buildings with- 


SOCIETY FOR THE 

PROTECTION OF 

ANCIENT BUILD- 
INGS. 


























out ‘restoring’ them, and strives to 
retain every possible scrap of old 
work remaining in a building. This 
differs somewhat from the conti- 
nental practice as generally employed, 
and also from the English practice 
of the middle 19th century. Of 
course the value of ‘“‘repairs’’ as 
opposed to ‘“‘restoration’’ depends 
largely on the meaning given each 
word by the individual in charge of 
the work, and certainly this report 
includes much work under repairs 
which the Bulletins of our Society 
would include under restoration. 
Still there can be no doubt that the 
spirit of the work of the two societies 
is almost identical and we wish for 





the English society the prosperity 
it so richly deserves. 





Another interesting 
NATIONAL TRUST |; __|- 
OF ENGLAND’ English report to be 
found on our shelves 
is the 19th Annual Report of the 
National Trust For Places of Historic 
Interest or Natural Beauty. The 
Trust owns fifty-nine properties, 
exclusive of monuments and works 
of art. Of these the greater number 
are places of ‘‘natural beauty’’ such 
as we in America would expect our 
park systems to secure for us. Per- 
haps the ‘‘Trustees of Public Reser- 
vations’ —-a Massachusetts corpora- 
tion —is our best example of such 
a trust. 


AN APPEAL FROM EUROPE 


Our Society received an appeal 
from a European society with similar 
aims, asking our cooperation in an 
effort to protect works of art and 
antiquity from the ravages of the 
present war. The matter was con- 
sidered at the October meeting of the 
Board of Trustees and the following 
votes were passed. These have been 
sent to the President of the United 
States and to all the historic and many 
of the patriotic societies in New Eng- 
land, with the suggestion that they 
take similar action. The replies from 
these societies express strong approval 
of our action and the intention to 
cooperate by sending the President 
similar petitions. 


Whereas, The present unfortunate 
state of war in Europe is causing 
such widespread destruction of build- 
ings of the greatest artistic, archi- 
tectural and_ historic importance, 
which, with their contents, are not 
only irreplaceable but represent also 
our most precious heritage from the 
past, and 


Whereas, It is the duty and privi- 
lege of each generation to safeguard 
the world’s artistic heritage and to 
hand it on uninjured to succeeding 


generations in order that their inher- 
itance be not impaired, be it 


Voted, That the Board of Trustees 
of this Society for the Preservation of 
New England Antiquities hereby re- 
spectfully petitions the President of 
the United States to use his influence 
with each warring nation to the end 
that famous buildings and all other 
objects of artistic, architectural and 
historic importance be in so far as 
may be kept apart from the sphere 
of active hostilities,and where this is 
impossible that they be in no way 
used for purposes of attack or defence, 
or for military observation, since such 
use must invariably tend to attract 
the fire of the opposing forces, and 
be it further 


Voted. That the President be re- 
spectfully petitioned to urge the 
combatants to-send to America for 


temporary safe keeping, and always 
subject to such final disposition as the 
treaties of peace shall require, such 
movable art objects of great value to 
all humanity as may best warrant such 
precaution either by reason of their 
own merit or because of their present 
exposure to damage, as, for instance, 
from aerial bombs. 





BULLETIN OF 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 
NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


The Bulletin is published as occasion may justify for free distribution 
among members of the Society. It aims to keep them in touch with the 
progress of its affairs and counts on their support for interesting news items. 
Views and accounts of old houses destroyed or threatened are much desired. 

Membership in the Society is open to any one on election by the Board 
of Trustees. The dues are as follows: Life, $50; Active, $5 a year; Asso- 
ciate, $2 a year. All members receive the Bulletin, but Associate Members 
may not vote or hold office. Address all communications to the Corres- 
ponding Secretary, 9 Ashburton Place, Boston. 

The most important antiquities to be preserved by this Society are the 
finest of the old houses built in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and 
in the first years of the nineteenth. Of these the Society already owns 
three, and a fourth a fine example of old colonial brickwork—is even now 
being acquired. These buildings will be used in whatever way seems best 
adapted for securing their proper care, combined with reasonable terms of 
access by our members and the public. 

The Society now owns: 


The Swett-Ilsley house, Newbury, about 1670. 
The Samuel Fowler house, Danversport, 1809, 
The Cooper-Austin house, Cambridge, about, 1657. 


Besides the above named houses this Society has, by means of financial 
help, advice or publicity, been more or less of a factor in the preservation of 
a number of other houses by societies and individuals. Among them may 
be mentioned the Thomas Lee house, East Lyme, Conn., about 1660; the 
Benjamin Hooper-Hathaway house, Salem, about 1680; the Dr. William 
Paine house, Worcester, 1774; the Phineas Upham house, Melrose, 1703; 
the Shirley-Eustis house, Roxbury, about 1750; and the Daniel P. Parker 
house, Boston, 1818. 

Smaller antiquities, such as museum exhibits, are constantly being 
added to the Society’s collections, which are now so extensive that their 
exhibition in our present quarters is impossible. The greater part is 
packed away in fireproof storage until larger quarters can be afforded. 

The Society’s greatest need is money, of which it could use to advan- 
tage small sums as well as large. 


FORM OF BEQUEST 


‘‘I hereby give, devise and bequeath. | . 

to The Society For The Preservation Of New England 

Antiquities, a Massachusetts corporation, its successors and assigns, to its 
and their own use and behoof forever.’’ 
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